Though the authors appropriately state that a Bmultipronged strategy^is needed to address this income disparity, a logical first step in my opinion would be to remove the insurance barrier (though only one of many barriers that poverty presents) with a system of universal health coverage.
Unfortunately, we have recently moved in the opposite direction and, as Okunrintemi 1 points out, recent CMS Bpay for performance^incentives may further disadvantage healthcare providers and systems caring for poor under-served populations given their lower performance ratings. Accountable Care Organization incentive structures will likely have a similar adverse impact on lower socioeconomic status populations. 4 We must avoid the vicious cycle of poverty-driven health outcome failures begetting fewer healthcare resources rather than the large investment actually needed to address existing inequities and the many barriers to better health.
